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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF PROVINCES

FOR WRITTEN REPLY

QUESTION NO 311

DATE OF PUBLICATION: 04 JUNE 2021

(INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER NO. 20)

311. Mr. X Ngwezi (KwaZulu-Natal: IFP) to ask the Minister of Human Settlements, Water
and Sanitation:

What plans are in place to (a) curb the deepening water crisis in the country and (b) provide
water to the poor people in the remote and underdeveloped areas of KwaZulu-Natal (details

furnished)?
CW396E

---00000---
MINISTER OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS, WATER AND SANITATION

(a) The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) has detailed plans and strategies to
anticipate any pressure points of water shortages or crises in all areas of the country.
These plans and strategies are developed and monitored with all stakeholders over 25-
year time horizons, to ensure water security for the country. Such studies include the
following:

(i) Water Availability Assessment Studies (WAAS), which generate base input
information for planning,

(ii) Long term water resource reconciliation planning studies for large and small
demand centres, and

(i) Catchment-based studies. The strategies are continuously monitored and updated
every 3 to 5 years to ensure that they remain current and relevant.

The outputs of the studies inform the National Water Resource Strategy (NWRS), the
instrument by which the minister gives effect to the National Water Act, as well as the
Master Plans that emanate from the NWRS.

A flagship plan for water security for the country is the National Water and Sanitation
Master Plan, which was adopted in 2019. This Master Plan guides activities across the
water sector at all levels, including in the provincial and local government spheres. The
plans are available on the DWS website, at http://www6.dwa.gov.za/iwrp/projects.aspx,
and the National Water and Sanitation Master Plan (NW&SMP) is available at
http://www.dwa.gov.za.

(b) In February 2020, the KwaZulu Natal (KZN) Provincial Government resolved to embark
on a provincially coordinated approach to address the water services challenges in the
Province; through development of the Provincial Water Master Plan for the Province of
KZN (PWMP-KZN).

The PWMP-KZN coordinates and supports the provision of water to all consumers in the
province and aims to ensure that domestic consumers have access to water for their basic
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needs. Furthermore, the PWMP-KZN aims to heed the call for action of the National Water
and Sanitation Master Plan (NW&SMP).

This PWMP-KZN provides details of each District Municipality (DM), Local Municipality
(LM), Water Services Authority (WSA), and Water Services Provider (WSP) and has two
key objectives, namely:

1. To collect, collate and present data on water infrastructure in a way that makes the
data accessible and meaningful information for the public.
2. To provide integrated data for management information and decision making in
respect of:
a) The current water infrastructure status of each District per ward; ‘
b) Short-term interventions and action plans for each ward to ensure that the demand
for water is met
¢) Medium and long-term interventions fo ensure sustainable access to water
d) The resource requirements of the interventions, specifically financial and human
resources

Furthermore, the DWS provides financial support to municipalities through the Water
Services Infrastructure Grant (WSIG) and Regional Bulk Infrastructure Grant (RBIG) to
enable the municipalities to deliver water and sanitation services. Details of grant funding
and specific projects in KZN are provided in Annexures A and B below.

In collaboration with the DWS provincial office, Water Service Authorities identify and
prioritise areas within their jurisdictions which have water challenges, plan and roll out

water and sanitation projects. Funds allocated to KwaZulu-Natal municipalities for the
Medium-Term Expenditure Framework are as follows:

Ugu DM WSIG 72,350 60,000 70,000 | 202,350
Msunduzi LM WSIG 40,000 60,000 55,690 | 155,890
uMgungundiovu DM _| WSIG 85,000 70,560 75,650 | 231,210
uThuketa DM WSIG 80,000 80,800 90,800 | 251,600
uMzinyathi DM WSIG 89,000 83,600 88,901 | 261,501
Newcastle LM WSIG 40,000 35,000 40,000 | 115,000
Amajuba DM WSIG 60,000 80,120 95,120 | 235,240
Zululand DM WSIG 110,000 | _ 120,000 | 135,880 | 365,880
uMkhanyakude DM | WSIG 75,000 79,320 74,320 | 228,640
uMhlathuze LM WSIG 30,000 35,000 35,000 | 100,000
King Cetshwayo DM | WSIG 70,000 60,000 75,000 | 205,000
iLembe DM WSIG 55,000 80,000 80,000 | _ 215,000
Harry Gwala DM WSIG 90,700 95,000 | 100,000 | 285,700
Harry Gwala DM RBIG 0 20,000 20,000 | 40,000
King Cetshwayo DM | RBIG 10,000 60,000 90,000 | 160,000
uThukela DM RBIG 6,090 0 0 6,090
Zululand DM RBIG 222,531 140,000 | _ 215,312 | 577,843

Total 1,135,671 | 1,159,400 1,341,873 | 3,636,944
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